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poro society visit a town, the leader of the troop, whom an
English writer calls " the Poro devil," draws discordant notes
from a sort of reed flute, the holes of which are covered with
spiders' webs. The only time when this devil and his rout
make a prolonged stay in the town is on the evening before
the day on which the newly initiated lads are to be brought
back from the forest. Then the leader and his satellites
parade the streets for hours, while all the uninitiated men,
women, and children remain shut up in their houses, listening
to the doleful strains of the flute, which signify that the devil The ne
is suffering the pangs of childbirth before he brings forth the birth*
initiated lads ; for he is supposed to have been pregnant
with them the whole of the rainy season ever since they
entered into the forest. When they come forth from the
wood, they wear four or five coils of twisted ferns round their
waists in token of their being initiated members of the order.1
Among the Soosoos of Senegambia there is a similar secret
society called semo: " the natives who speak English call it
African masonry. As the whole ceremonies are kept very of Sene-
private, it is difficult to discover in what they consist: but gam
it is said that the novices are met in the woods by the
old men, who cut marks on several parts of their bodies,
but most commonly on the belly ; they are also taught a
language peculiar to the semo, and swear dreadful oaths
never to divulge the secrets revealed to them. The young
men are then made to live in the woods for twelve months,
and are supposed to be at liberty to kill any one who
approaches and does not understand the language of the
semo. ... It is said, when women are so unfortunate as to
intrude upon the semo, they kill them, cut off their breasts,
and hang them up by the side of the paths as a warning
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